33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday 4\ MeSSageé

WITNESS

LUKE 21:5-19

In today's Gospel, Jesus warns his followers of tough times ahead. The Church should
brace itself for a time of persecution. Its members will know betrayal, even from family
members and close friends. Above all, its witness to the truth will make it highly
unpopular. And so it has proven.

Countless Christians have given their lives for the Gospel over the centuries. If anything, the
numbers are increasing. Remember Fr Jacques Hamel, the elderly French priest murdered
in 2016 while he celebrated Mass in a Normandy church. Or the image of a long line of young
men kneeling in an arid desert, each with an executioner standing behind him. They were
martyred because they were Coptic Christians.

Martyrdom takes other forms, too. As Pope Francis stated in Gaudete et Exsultate:
"Persecutions are not a reality of the past, for today too we experience them, whether by
the shedding of blood, as is the case with so many contemporary martyrs, or by more subtle
means, by slander and lies. Jesus calls us blessed when people ‘utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account.' At other times, persecution can take the form of gibes that try to
caricature our faith and make us seem ridiculous.”

In our modern society, to say you are a Christian is to invite scorn. National and social media
are especially hostile to the Church and religion. It is a cold climate for people of faith.

In the Sermon on the Mount, the final Beatitude refers to two types of persecution -
martyrdom and suffering for the sake of the kingdom. It's unlikely we will be put to death
for our faith, but it is likely we will be asked to suffer the second type of martyrdom - the
opposition that comes from being identified as Christian.

Being a committed Christian isn't easy. “Jesus himself warns us that the path he proposes
goes against the flow, even making us challenge society by the way we live and, as a result,
becoming a nuisance,” wrote Pope Francis. “He reminds us how many people have been, and
still are, persecuted simply because they struggle for justice, because they take seriously their
commitment to God and to others. Unless we wish to sink into an obscure mediocrity, let us
not long for an easy life, for ‘whoever would save his life will lose it

“In living the Gospel, we cannot expect that everything will be easy, for the thirst for power
and worldly interests often stands in our way,” warned Pope Francis. Living the Gospel "will be
viewed negatively, regarded with suspicion, and met with ridicule”.

"Whatever weariness and pain we may experience in living the commandment of love and
following the way of justice, the cross remains the source of our growth and sanctification,”
Pope Francis continued. "We must never forget that when the New Testament tells us we will
have to endure suffering for the Gospel's sake, it speaks precisely of persecution.”

Jesus' final words in today’s Gospel are consoling. God will take account of every witness
given to the truth; none of it will be forgotten, for even the hairs of the believer's head

are numbered. Endurance and patience will be the hallmark virtues of Christians under
persecution. M

PRAY

The Christian witnesses to the faith at all times
and in all places.
The Christian is happy to suffer for the sake of
the Kingdom of God.

Pray for the Church and for Christians
everywhere, that they will always witness to
and speak the truth, no matter how dangerous
it may be.

THE WORD Year C « 16 November 2025 - Psalter Week 1

REFLECT

he monks had a major decision
I to make. An Islamic insurgency
was taking place in Algeria, and
many lives were being lost. A community
of French Trappists had lived in the
monastery of Tibhirine for decades, in
harmony with the local Muslim population.
Now, their harmony was being disrupted,
and the monks had to decide whether or
not to get out of the country. They chose
to remain. Despite the growing danger,
they decided to stand in solidarity with
the townspeople. They agreed on the
moral importance of maintaining their
presence with the locals, even when
faced with violence and death. On the
night of 26-27 March 1996, terrorists
~ seized seven of the monks and took them
away. Two months later, their bodies were
discovered. They had given their lives out
of love for God and God's people. Their
story is told in the beautiful film Of Gods
and Men.

Sixteen years earlier, American lay
missionary Jean Donovan faced a similar
dilemma. In 1980, El Salvador was in the
middle of such a brutal civil war that the
American Peace Corps withdrew their
volunteers from the country. They were
afraid government death squads would
target them. Jean's anxious parents
wanted her to leave too. But she chose
to stay. She wrote to a friend: "The Peace
Corps left today and my heart sank low.
The danger is extreme and they were
right to leave... Now | must assess my own
position because | am not up for suicide.
Several times | have decided to leave El
Salvador. | almost could, except for the
children, the poor, bruised victims of this
insanity. Who would care for them?"

Though afraid for her life, Jean
overcame her fear and decided to stay.
On 2 December 1980, she and three
Maryknoll sisters were taken from their
car and murdered by members of the El
Salvadoran military. Jean was twenty-
seven years old when she became a
martyr. Her story is told in the beautiful
film Choices of the Heart. @

SAY
“Lord, I thank you for my faith.

Help me to live it courageously.”

Speak to someone about why your faith is
important to you.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
The Lord said: | think thoughts of peace and not of affliction.
You will call upon me, and | will answer you,
and | will lead back your captives from every place.

COLLECT
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Malachi 4:1-2a
A reading from the Prophet Malachi.

Behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming
shall set them ablaze, says the Lorp of hosts, so that it will leave
them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, the
sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 98(97):5-6. 7-8a. 8b-9b. 9cd. R.cf.9

R: The Lorp comes to judge the peoples with fairness.

1. Sing psalms to the Lorp with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of song.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn,
raise a shout before the King, the Loro. R.

2. Let the sea and all within it thunder;
the world, and those who dwell in it.
Let the rivers clap their hands. R.

3. The hills ring out their joy
at the presence of the Loro, for he comes.
He comes to judge the earth. R.

4. He will judge the world with justice,
and the peoples with fairness. R.

SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
Areading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians.

Brothers and sisters: You know how you ought to imitate us,
because we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat
anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labour we
worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of
you. It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you
in ourselves an example to imitate. For even when we were with
you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to
work, let him not eat. For we hear that some among you walk in
idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. Now such persons we
command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work
quietly and to earn their own living.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL Luke 21:28
R: Alleluia, alleluia.
Straighten up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.
R: Alleluia. |

GOSPEL Luke 21:5-19
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

At that time: While some were speaking of the Temple, how it was
adorned with noble stones and offerings, Jesus said, ‘As for these
things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left
here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” And
they asked him, ‘Teacher, when will these things be, and what will
be the sign when these things are about to take place?' And he
said, ‘See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my
name, saying, “l am he!” and, “The time is at hand!" Do not go
after them. And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be
terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not
be at once.’

Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, and in various
places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great
signs from heaven. But before all this they will lay their hands on
you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for
my name’s sake. This will be your opportunity to bear witness.
Settle it, therefore in your minds, not to meditate beforehand how
to answer, for | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of
your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. You will
be delivered up even by parents and brothers and sisters, and
relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. You
will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But not a hair of your head
will perish. By your endurance you will gain your lives.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
To be near God is my happiness,
to place my hope in God the Lord.
Or
Amen, | say to you: Whatever you ask in prayer,
believe that you will receive,
and it shall be given to you, says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,
that what your Son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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St Patrick’s Church Our Lady of the Rosary
King Street THE BEACON & St Luke’s Church
Wellington Church Road, Trench
TF1 3AP Parish Priest: Fr Ravi Bosco TE2 7HG
M: 07447 632733 E: frravi.bosco@gmail.com
Clergy: Fr Joe Donlan, Fr Michat tatuszyniski M: 07926 044405 E: stafford@pcmew.org
Safeguarding & Parish Office: Moira Shrimpton M: 07540 723614
Office: The Presbytery, King Street, Wellington, TF1 3AP E: ourladyandstpatrick2024@gmail.com T: 01952 — 242423

SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY CLERGY EDUCATION AND TRAINING FUND COLLECTION
Sat 15th  17:30 Jim Clarke RIP St Patrick’s
Sun 16th  08:45 Massin Polish St Patrick’s
33 Sunday in 09:00 In Thanksgiving -Teresa Wall / Michael Lort- 75™ Birthday Our Lady’s
Ordinary Time 11:00 November List Names St Patrick’s
Mon 17th  Ferial
Tues 18th  Ferial
12:00 Deceased members of the CWL St Patrick’s
Wed 19th  Ferial
12:00 Phil Chalis RIP Our Lady’s
Thurs 20th  Ferial
19:00 Liam Reynolds Anniversary St Patrick’s
Fri 21st  The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
09:30 Graham Stelmach Anniversary St Patrick’s
18:00 Massin Polish St Patrick’s
SPECIAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
Sat 22nd  17:30 Anna &John Dooney Intention St Patrick’s
Sun 23rd  08:45 Massin Polish St Patrick’s
Christ the King 09:00 Pauline Heffernan (Healt.h) : ‘ Our La.dy’s
11:00 FrJoseph Jacob SSS Ordination Anniversary St Patrick’s
SACRAMENT OF FORGIVENESS ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
(CONFESSION) 30 minutes before weekday Masses

30 minutes before Masses
RIP: June Fitzgibbon (Funeral on 26 November BAPTISMS: Forms are available from the porch. Please hand your
2.30pm at Telford) John Owens (Funeralon 28 form to Fr Ravi. The next session will be on 29 November at
November 11am at Our Lady’s). We pray for 12noon at St Patrick’s.
everyone whose anniversaries are at this time.

Weekly Offerings: Total: £1736.43- Standing Orders £737.25 (£560 Gift Aided), Envelopes £403.50(£315 Gift Aided),
Loose Plate £450.68 (Not Gift Aided). Dona - £145. We can only add Gift Aid if donations are identifiable.

Bank details: o Please scan this QR code

SRCDT 234025 SRCDT -234025 : [c_EI to (li_onate to your pz::lI‘ISh

St Patrick Wellington Our Lady & St Luke Telford online. You cah féglster

Sort Code: 30-15-52 Sort Code: 30-15-52 your card for gift aid t(? be

Account Number: 54546760 Account Number: 54582160 added to every donation
ROTAS

Sat 5.30: W: Lynne & Lewis EM: Ann N C: Anne & John Next week W: Lucy & Damien EM: Sherrel C: Gay & Nicky
Sun 9: W: Kevin & Joel EM: Francis C: Laura & Edith Next week: W: Laura & Elias EM: Phillip C: Bobbie, John & Nick
Sun 11: W: Nancy & Stephen EM: Moira C: K & G Next week W: Marvellous & Melody EM: Stephen C: Ann & Jane

BIBLE STUDY after Thursday evening’s mass at 7.30pm.

The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity (No.234025)

DATA PROTECTION PRIVACY NOTICE
Our two parishes sometimes collect personal information about parishioners. All personal information is collected, processed and stored in accordance with
the General Data Protection Regulations. This is retained only as necessary and used by the Parish/Diocese for the benefit of the Parish and for legitimate
reasons such as administrative and religious purposes. You can read our full privacy notice at www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice.

LIVESTREAM: Our Masses from St Patrick’s are available online at https://churchservices.tv/wellington




CLERGY EDUCATION & TRAINING FUND: This
weekend the annual Collection for the Clergy
Education & Training Fund will be held. On the training
and formation of Priests, the future of our Diocese so
much depends.

Cash or cheque: Add your donation to the collecting
baskets at the door as you leave. Cheques should be
made out to “Clergy Education & Training Fund” Gift
Aiders please use one of the envelopes provided so we
can add 25% to your donation.

Online:www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/clergy-
education-and-training-fund or you can pay via the
Dona system.

RED WEDNESDAY is 19th Nov where ACN highlights
the plight of persecuted Christians in many countries
around the world.

Please go to https://acnuk.org/redwednesday to learn
more.

ST CECILIA’S DAY CELEBRATIONS: like last year, we
welcome all those involved in music ministry in our
parish - both churches - to a celebration of our patron
saint, St Cecilia whose feast day is on 22nd November.
A thank you celebration for all our musicians and
singers will be at Our Lady’s, Trench on Sunday, 23rd
November, from 3pm to 5pm.

ECUMENICAL QUIET MORNING AT WOMBRIDGE
PARISH CHURCH TF2 6HT Friday 21st
November Coffee from 9.00a.m, starts 9.30am with
Morning Worship and closes at midday with a shared
lunch. Theme Our relationship with the Triune God.
Further details from Pauline Heffernan
(paulineheffernan60@gmail.com)

MYANGA CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE. TICKETS £1.
Tickets will be on sale from this weekend at all Masses.
Draw will take place 23rd November after 11am Mass.

The money will be used by the Sisters to purchase sacks
of food (flour, rice, maize, etc.). The Red Cross will help
the Sisters with the distribution to enable all those
families who have very little to eat to have food on the
table for Christmas.

CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 10+: We need
your help making Christmas cards and gift bags for a
local charity. Saturday 29th Nov 1-3pm in St Patrick’s
meeting room.

GRAVE LIGHTS We have removed a number of grave
lights from beside the cross outside church as a
number of them were broken and therefore unsafe. If
any of them are yours and you would like them back
please look in the box in the porch at St Patrick’s. They
will be there this weekend only.

Refreshments are available after Mass every Sunday
at Our Lady’s. St Patrick’s usual first Sunday coffee
morning will move to after the 5.30pm First Saturday
Mass on Saturday 5 December for this month.

1906 - 2026 - 120 YEARS OF ST PATRICK’S:120 years
of our journey together marks a significant milestone for
our Parish. Your suggestions to organise events are
most welcome to meaningfully celebrate this happy
occasion.

Our special anniversary Masses will be held on the
weekend following St Patrick’s day. Saturday 22"
March 5:30pm Mass will be dedicated to our deceased
parishioners and priests who have served the parish.
Sunday 23™ March 11am Mass will be a Mass of
Thanksgiving presided over by Right Reverend Mark
Davies, Bishop of Shrewsbury. After this Mass there will
be a reception at Wrekin College Hall for everyone.
Priests who have served the parish are invited to take
partin the weekend’s celebrations. We are announcing
well in advance to give a chance to invite your family
and past parishioners scattered throughout the world.

In preparation of the 120 years celebration St Patrick’s
will be undergoing refurbishment and will be
temporarily closed from 2" February to 2™ March whilst
the works take place. The refurb will cost in the region
of £25,000. Anybody who feels able to contribute
towards this cost should let Fr Ravi know. Any
donations can be given by cash or cheque made out to
St Patrick Wellington or paid directly into St Patrick’s
account (SRCDT-234025 St Patrick Wellington. Sort
Code: 30-15-52 Account No. 54546760) and you should
use the reference REFURB.

During the refurbishment our weekend Masses will take
place at Wrekin College Chapel, Sutherland Road,
Wellington, Telford, TF1 3BH at the same times as
usual. There is space for all and plenty of parking on car
parks. Nobody should park on the surrounding roads.
The Chapel will be accessible from 30minutes before
each Mass.

Weekday Masses will be held in the meeting room at St
Patrick’s, accessible from the Plough Road car park via
the black gates. Polish Masses will be held at St Mary’s
in Madeley.

ST PATRICK’S REPOSITORY STALL: There will be a
display of Christmas items from this weekend; Cards,
Children’s nativity scenes, Tree ornaments, Christmas
candles for graves and stocking fillers.

CWL BUCKETS: Many thanks to those who have added
their foreign coins to the collection buckets. The CWL
will let us know how much was raised once they are
sorted and banked.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 2026: Holy Communion
enrolment forms are available from the porches at
church. They need to be completed and returned by
the first Sunday in Advent, 30" November. Enrolment
will be during Advent, lessons begin in the new year and
Holy Communions will take place in May.

RED MISSION BOXES Please bring in any Missio boxes
by early December or contact Andrea on 01952 605313
and she will collect them from you.




