2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sunday 4\t Message

THE WORD Year A « 7 December 2025 « Psalter Week 2

PREPARE THE WAY

MATTHEW 3:1-12

In today's passage, we meet John the Baptist, who is presented as the one preparing the way
for Jesus. John's appearance and lifestyle - wearing camel's hair and eating locusts - highlight

his role as a prophet, calling the people to repentance. His message is simple but powerful: Take one concrete step this week —whether
u . T : it's reaching out to forgive someone, letting go
R‘epent, for the k‘mgdo‘m of heaven has' come near." Thisis not justa ca!l to feel sorry for past e i ot of
mistakes, but an invitation to change direction and prepare for the coming of the Lord. kindness. This simple practice helps live out
John's call to “produce fruit in keeping with
John's baptism is a symbol of this repentance, a sign of turning away from sin and returning repentance.”

to God. However, he warns those who come for baptism not to rely on their heritage or status.
“Produce fruit in keeping with repentance,” he says, meaning true change must show in one's
actions, not just words.

John also points to someone greater who will come after him, referring to Jesus. He speaks of
Jesus baptising with the Holy Spirit and fire — a sign of purification and judgement. John's words
remind us that the time to prepare for Christ's coming is now, and we must make sure our hearts
are ready to receive Him. ®

REFLECT

ohn the Baptist appears in the wilderness, crying out: "Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is close at hand.” His words are not gentle suggestions - they're a
challenge. He is calling people to change direction, to turn back to God with

sincerity.

"Interior repentance is a radical reorientation
Remarkably, the people come. They leave the safety of their towns and walkinto the of our whole life.”
desert. They confess their sins and are baptised. There's a deep hunger here —a Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1431

recognition that something in their lives needs to be made right.

But John doesn't speak softly to everyone. He warns the Pharisees and Sadducees not :
to rely on their heritage or status. Being from Abraham's family isn't enough. “Produce SAY
fruit in keeping with repentance,” he says. Faith must show itself in the way we live. Lord, help me to see where I

need to change,

i ei during Advent i of ation — not just f 3
This passage is read g Advent because it's a season of prepar. just for Give me the cotirage to turn

celebrating Christmas, but for welcoming Christ into our lives again. John reminds us

that preparation is not just lighting candles or singing carols. It begins with the heart. back to you, h :
And the grace to live witha
Repentance is not about guilt - it's about grace. It's the grace of a new beginning, a renewed heart.

fresh start. The Lord is near. He comes not to condemn, but to renew. B Amen.




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON SECOND READING Romans 15:4-9
O people of Sion, behold, A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans.
the Lord will come to save the nations, Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written in former days was
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard written for our instruction, that through endurance and through
in the joy of your heart. the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in
CO':LECT y such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that
Almighty and merciful God, together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
may no earthly undertaking hinder those Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has
who set out in has_te to meet your Spn, welcomed you, for the glory of God.
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom For | tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to
gain us admittance to his company. > show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for
God, for ever and ever. Amen. his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore | will praise you among the
FIRST READING lsaiah 11:1-10 Gentiles, and sing to your name. *

The word of the Lord.

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. ittt

On that day: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL Luke 3:4. 6
And the Spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon him, R: Alleluia, Alleluia. i

t::e Spirit 0; wisdoml ang un_dﬁrstanding, Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight;
the Spirit of counsel and might, all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lorb. : ;
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Loro. B: Alliin,
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

or decide disputes by what his ears hear,

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, of Judea, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ For this is
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

and faithfulness the belt of his loins. “Prepare the way of the Lord;

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, make his paths straight. :

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then
and a little child shall lead them. Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were
The cow and the bear shall graze; going out to him, and they were baptised by him in the river Jordan,
their young shall lie down together; confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to
They shall not hurt or destroy yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father”, for | tell you, God
in all my holy mountain; is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore
as the waters cover the sea. that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

‘| baptise you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after
me is mightier than |, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into
the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

In that day the root of Jesse,
who shall stand as a signal for the peoples —
of him shall the nations enquire,
and his resting-place shall be glorious.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Psalm 72(71):1-2.7-8.12-13.17.R.cf.7 PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
R: In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for ever. Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble prayers and offerings,

1. 0 God, give your judgement to the king, and, since we have no merits to plead our cause,

to aking’s son your justice, come, we pray, to our rescue
that he may judge your people in justice, with tr,ua prgteg’tion of your mercy.

and your poot in right judgerment. R, Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
2. In his days justice shall flourish,

and great peace till the moon is no more. COMMUNION ANTIPHON
He shall rule from sea to sea, Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
from the River to the bounds of the earth. R. and behold the joy which comes to you from God.
3. For he shall rescue the needy when they cry,
the poor who have no one to help. PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
He will have pity on the weak and the needy, Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
and save the lives of the needy. R. we humbly beseech you, O Lord,
4. May his name endure for ever, that, through our partaking m_thls mystery,
his name continue like the sun. you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
Every tribe shall be blest in him, and hold firm to the things of heaven.
all nations shall call him blessed. R. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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wgsen T HE BEACON

Our Lady of the Rosary
& St Luke’s Church

Wellington Church Road, Trench
TF1 3AP Parish Priest: Fr Ravi Bosco TF2 7HG
M: 07447 632733 E:frravi.bosco@gmail.com
Clergy: Fr Joe Donlan, Fr Michat Latuszyniski M: 07926 044405 E: stafford@pcmew.org
Safeguarding & Parish Office: Moira Shrimpton M: 07540 723614
Office: The Presbytery, King Street, Wellington, TF1 3AP E: ourladyandstpatrick2024@gmail.com T:. 01952 -242423
Sat 6th 17:30 James Douglas RIP St Patrick’s
Sun 7th 08:45 Massin Polish St Patrick’s
2" Sunday of 09:00 Deceased members of the Harlow and Parton Families Our Lady’s
Advent 11:00 Francis Xavier Swaminathan RIP St Patrick’s
Mon 8th The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
19:00 Parishioners St Patrick’s
Tues 9th Ferial
12:00 Gay Kendrick - (In thanksgiving from St Patrick’s Primary School) St Patrick’s
Wed 10th  Ferial
12:00 Terrance Rowley Anniversary Qur Lady’s
Thurs 11th  Ferial
19:00 Clive Theodore RIP St Patrick’s
Fri 12th  Ferial
09:30 Moira Shrimpton (Intentions) St Patrick’s
18:00 Massin Polish St Patrick’s
Sat 13th  17:30 John Adams Anniversary - FHC Enrolment Mass St Patrick’s
Sun 14th  08:45 Massin Polish St Patrick’s
3 Sunday of 09:00 FHC Enrolment Mass Our Lady’s
Advent 11:00 Tissa Fernando Perera Anniversary St Patrick’s
15:00 Carols by Candlelight Our Lady’s

SACRAMENT OF FORGIVENESS (CONFESSION)
30 minutes before Masses

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
30 minutes before weekday Masses

RIP: Clive Theodore (Funeral date to be decided) June Ladd BAPTISMS: Forms are available from the porch.

(Funeral on 11 December 1.30pm at Telford.) We pray for
everyone whose anniversaries are at this time.

Please hand your form to Fr Ravi.

Weekly Offerings: Total: £1371.02- Standing Orders £737.25 (£560 Gift Aided), Envelopes £245(£189 Gift Aided), Loose

Plate £360.77 (Not Gift Aided). Dona - £28. We can only add Gift Aid if donations are identifiable.

Bank details: 0 gy Please scan this QR code to
SRCDT 234025 SRCDT -234025 ko donate to your parish online.
St Patrick Wellington Our Lady & St Luke Telford ! You can register your card for

Sort Code: 30-15-52
Account Number: 54546760

Sort Code: 30-15-52
Account Number: 54582160

gift aid to be added to every
donation

ENVELOPE USERS: If you would like to change your donation to a standing order, please let the office know as the next
year's envelopes are being organised currently. Standing order and Gift Aid forms are available from the small drawers in

the porches in both churches. If you would like to start using envelopes, please let the office know.
ROTAS

Sat 5.30: W: Vince & Veronica EM: Gay C: Nigel & Bernadette Next week: W: Appurwa & Pansilu EM: Moira C: Moira

Sun 9: W: Kate & Ria EM: Terry C: Bruce & Mick Next week: W: Children EM: Moira C: Moira

Sun 11: W: Shamroon & Carmen EM: Jarmila C: Kate Next Week: W: Marvellous & Melody EM: Moira C: Moira

REFRESHMENTS are available after Mass every Sunday at Our Lady’s and
after the 5.30pm Mass on Saturday 6 December.

The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity (No.234025)
DATA PROTECTION PRIVACY NOTICE

Our two parishes sometimes collect personal information about parishioners. All personal information is collected, processed and stored in
accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations. This is retained only as necessary and used by the Parish/Diocese for the benefit
of the Parish and for legitimate reasons such as administrative and religious purposes. You can read our full privacy notice at
www. dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice.

1 IVESTRFAM: Oiir Magaes fram St Patrick’s are availahle anline at httna-//chiirchservices tw/wellington



MONDAY 8™ DECEMBER - IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION: There will be Mass at 7pm at St
Patrick’s as Our Lady’s is being used for St Luke’s
School Advent performance.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 2026: Enrolment
Masses will be celebrated at 5.30pm Mass on 13™
December and 9am Mass on 14" December;
lessons begin in the new year and Holy
Communions will take place in May.

RCIA: Adults who are interested in being baptised
and/or received into Full Communion with the
church will have RCIA sessions at St Patrick’s on
Thursdays, with Prayer at 6.30pm, Mass at 7pm
and a session after Mass during Advent and Lent.

The course includes a day of reflection with Bishop
Mark in Chester on Saturday 7™ February and The
Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion
on Sunday 22 February at Shrewsbury Cathedral,
concluding with your Reception at the Easter Vigil
Mass on Saturday 4" April at St Patrick’s.

MARRIAGE - Bethrothed: The marriage
preparation course for couples getting married
next year is being held on 21st & 28th March in
Shrewsbury Cathedral Parish Hall, on town walls.
All couples must register at
monika.golembieska@dioceseofshrewsbury.org

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE: Our Advent
Reconciliation (Confessions) Service at 7pm on
Thursday 18 December at St Patrick’s will be led
by Fr Chris Walsh. This will give the opportunity to
prepare for Christmas. Everyone is welcome.

Bible Study on Thursdays will return after
Christmas

ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL Invite Senior
Parishioners to a Christmas Coffee Morning
hosted by the Mini Vinnies on Friday 12th
December 9.30am-11am. Children from each
class will be entertaining you. Parking is available
on the playground

PARISH SECRETARY: After many years working for
the Parish, Moira will be leaving her job as
secretary after Christmas to take up a position in
the Clergy Welfare Support Team for the Diocese.
We wish her well. There will be a Thank you Mass
for Moira on Saturday 3 January with a fellowship
gathering afterwards.

Recruitment for a new Parish Secretary will begin
soon. ~

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT: Sunday 14th
December at 3pm at OLoR Everyone is welcome
at this annual celebration. We'll have carols,
reflections and prayer, accompanied by mince
pies and mulled wine, in a relaxed, candlelit
service. We'll also be blessing our outdoor stable:
new for this Advent season. Please join us if you
can

SUPPLY: From 12" January to 30™ January Fr Joe
will continue to celebrate Tuesday Masses if he is
available, and deal with any pastoral emergencies.
Fr Joseph Jacob will celebrate Masses on the two
weekends.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR MASSES
Christmas Eve — Wednesday 24" December

5:30pm St Patrick’s

7:30pm Our Lady’s (Carols from 7pm)
8.00pm St Patrick’s (in Polish)

Midnight St Patrick’s (Carols from 11.30pm)

Christmas Day — Thursday 25™ December
8.30am St Patrick’s (in Polish)
10.30am St Patrick’s

New Year’s Eve -Wednesday 315 December
Midnight St Patrick’s — Holy Places Collection

New Year’s Day — Thursday 1% January
10am Qur Lady’s — Holy Places Collection

Ministers are invited to sign up on the sheet on
the noticeboard.

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING: Beginning this
Saturday evening, 6" December, 4.30-5.30pm
(before Vigil Mass) for anybody 10 years and above
who is currently serving or would like to begin
serving at Mass. The plan is to hold regular
sessions over 5 months culminating in a special
commissioning service.

WE CONGRATULATE KRYSTYNA TOMCZAK who
has been presented with the highest award given to
Laity by the Polish Episcopal Council for her
support of the Polish Community and the Polish
Chaplaincy in Telford over many years.

The Children’s  Liturgy
teams are hosting a
Christingle Service at 3pm
followed by a Christmas
party for Children Saturday
20" December 3.30pm -
5pm at Our Lady’s. There
are sign-up sheets on the noticeboards.




