Sunday 4k Mes

THE WORD

“IWILL NOT
LEAVE YOU AS
ORPHANS"

JOHN 14:15-21

Today's Gospel is taken from Jesus' farewell to his disciples. As a farewell between friends who
have spent years in each other's company, it has an especially intimate tone. It touches on four
themes that were common in ancient farewell discourses.

The one who is departing usually asks those who will be left behind to guard their legacy.
Jesus' legacy to his disciples is the teaching he has left them, his commandments, and so
today's Gospel begins with a plea to keep the commandments.

The second theme is how those left behind will keep that legacy. We sometimes say that a
group of people, such as the members of a religious order, have kept their founder's spirit
alive. In the case of Jesus, this is even more true. The spirit he leaves them is not just good
memories that will inspire them. The Spirit of Jesus will remain with them as a new form of
presence. John calls this form of Jesus' presence the Paraclete. This is an unusual word we
find only in the writings of John. It is not easy to find an exact English equivalent for it, so it is
sometimes translated as ‘advocate’ or ‘comforter’. The Greek word means literally someone
you call to your aid. It could be used as a legal term for the lawyer of the accused (‘advocate' in
that sense) or for a friend who was prepared to give evidence on his behalf, a sort of character
witness. It could also be used for someone who brought consolation or comfort to those who
were downhearted. John probably intends all these meanings at once.

The Spirit that Jesus gives his followers will never desert them. We should keep in mind

that the first readers of the Gospel lived in a hostile world where their faith might be put to

the ultimate test by arrest, imprisonment and martyrdom. For many of them, the ordeal of
appearing in a public court to give a defence of their faith must have been a nerve-wracking
possibility. What were they going to say, especially if they were not used to speaking publicly?
Jesus assures them they will not be |eft alone: the Spirit of Truth will be their constant
companion. Like the word of Jesus, the Paraclete will abide with them.

The third theme is Jesus’ assurance to his own that he will not leave them orphans. Even
though the world believes he has died, his risen presence will remain with them, more
mysterious indeed, but no less real by not being visible to the eye. The eye of faith will be able
to discern the presence of the risen one and will know that his departure to the Father is only a
temporary arrangement.

The fourth theme is that the revelation of Jesus has not ceased because he is no longer there.
The future will bring new challenges but if they continue to remain united with Jesus and
through him to the Father, he will continue to reveal himself to them in many new ways. M
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The Holy Spirit is the holy breath of God. As
you breathe in and out, try to imagine your
breath as the Holy Spirit, the breath of God,
filling you with life every minute of the day.

The Christian is one who does God's will.

Love is at the heart of the Christian life.

God will never abandon us.
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REFLECT

owards the end of her life, my
I mother would often state that
she always knew she was loved,
that she had been surrounded by

love throughout her 90 years. She
appreciated just how fortunate she was.

To experience that kind of love is a very
great blessing. Thank God, most of us
have experienced the love of people
close to us; we know what it is like to give
and receive love.

But there are many whose experience is
very different = people who have been
abandoned, neglected, or taken for
granted, people who have experienced
the cold hand of rejection rather than the
warm embrace of love and affection.

After the collapse of the Ceausescu
regime in Romania in 1989, aid workers
discovered orphanages in which
thousands of children and teenagers
were kept in appalling conditions.

They were malnourished, dressed in
rags and locked in cages or rooms for
hours on end. Many found it difficult to
communicate and were suffering from
what psychologists call 'skin hunger.
They lacked warm human touch. They
didn't know what it was like to be
kissed, embraced or held close. They
didn't know what it was like to be loved.
These orphans lacked the essential
requirements to develop into healthy,
loving, lovable human beings. They had
been treated horribly.

There's nothing worse than the feeling
of being abandoned, forgotten and alone.

In today's Gospel, Jesus promises that we
will never be abandoned, forgotten and
alone. “I will not leave you as orphans,” he
declares. "l will come back to you."

He will send the Holy Spirit to be our
help and guide. It's a statement of the
profound love he and his Father have
for all of us. We are loved so much they
will never abandon us. No matter what
difficulties we face, we can be certain
we are not orphans. We are children of a
loving God. |

6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Year A + 10 May 2026 - Psalter Week 2

PRAY

SAY

Pray for those who feel lost, abandoned or
unloved, that they may know that God is with
them.

“Lord, I know you are with me.
Help me to he aware of your presence at all times. Amen.”




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard;
proclaim to the ends of the earth:
The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

COLLECT

Grant, almighty God,

that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion these days
of joy,

which we keep in honour of the risen Lord,

and that what we relive in remembrance

we may always hold to in what we do.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 8:5-8, 14-17

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

In those days: Philip went down to the city of Samaria and
proclaimed to them the Christ. And the crowds with one
accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip, when
they heard him and saw the signs that he did. For unclean
spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who
had them, and many who were paralysed or lame were
healed. So there was much joy in that city.

Now when the Apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria
had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and
John, who came down and prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Spirit, for he had not yet fallen on any of
them, but they had only been baptised in the name of the
Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands on them and they
received the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIALPSALM Psalm 66(65):1-3a.4-5.6-7a.16,20.R. 1
R: Cry out with joy to God, all the earth.
Or Alleluia.

1. Cry out with joy to God, all the earth;
O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise.
Say to God, ‘How wondrous your deeds!’ R.

2. ‘Before you all the earth shall bow down,
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’
Come and see the works of God:
his wondrous deeds among the children of Adam. R.

3. He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.
Let our joy, then, be in him;
he rules for ever by his might. R.

4. Come and hear, all who fear God;
| will tell what he did for my soul.
Blest be God, who did not reject my prayer,
nor withhold from me his merciful love. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Peter 3:15-18
A reading from the first letter of St Peter.

Beloved: In your hearts honour Christ the Lord as holy,
always being prepared to make a defence to anyone who
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it
with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so
that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good
behaviour in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better
to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than
for doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL John 14:23
R: Alleluia, alleluia.
If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, says the Lord,
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him.
R: Alleluia.

GOSPEL John 14:15-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If you love me, you
will keep my commandments. And | will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Helper, to be with you for ever, even
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells
with you and will be in you.

‘| will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. Yet a
little while and the world will see me no mare, but you will see
me. Because | live, you also will live. In that day you will know
that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. Whoever
has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves
me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and |
will love him and manifest myself to him.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord,
together with the sacrificial offerings,
so that, purified by your graciousness,
we may be conformed to the mysteries of your mighty love.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord,
and | will ask the Father and he will send you
another Paraclete,
to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Almighty ever-living God,
who restore us to eternal life in the Resurrection of Christ,
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this paschal Sacrament
and pour into our hearts the strength of this saving food.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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St Patrick’s Church Our Lady of the Rosary &
King Street THE BEAC@N St Luke’s Church
Wellington Church Road, Trench
TF1 3AP Parish Priest: Fr Ravi Bosco TE2 7HG

M: 07447 632733 E: frravi.bosco@gmail.com

Clergy: Fr Joe Donlan, Fr Michat katuszyriski M: 07926 044405 E: stafford@pcmew.org
Parish Office: The Presbytery, King Street, Wellington, TF1 3AP E: ourladyandstpatrick2024@gmail.com T: 01952 - 242423
Safeguarding Rep: Cheryl Breeze M: 07748870755 E: olspsafeguarding@hotmail.com

Sat 9th 10:00  First Holy Communion Mass Our Lady’s
11:00  First Holy Communion Mass St Patrick’s
17:30  Keith Tracy (RIP); Lina Abouku (40" Birthday) St Patrick’s
Sun 10th 08:45 Massin Polish St Patrick’s
Sixth Sunday of 09:00 Teresa Wall (Health) Our Lady’s
Easter 11:00 Zara (Birthday) & Rosita Enuh (Intentions) St Patrick’s
Mon 11th Ferial
Tues 12th Ferial
09:00 Requiem Mass for Dariusz Dlugiewicz St Patrick’s
12:00 Santiagu Raj (RIP) St Patrick’s
Wed 13th Ferial
12:00  Antony Thomas (RIP) Our Lady’s
Thurs 14th THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD - A Holyday of Obligation
12:00  Our Deceased Parishioners Our Lady’s
19:00 Ellen & Tom Sellers (Birthday Remembrance) St Patrick’s
Fri 15th Ferial
09:30 T.M.Thomas (11" Anniversary) St Patrick’s
11:30 Wedding Service — Eleanor Makepeace and Charlie Rodziewicz St Patrick’s
18:00 Mass in Polish St Patrick’s
Sat 16th 17:30 Rev Mother Bernadette (RIP) St Patrick’s
Sun 17th 08:45 Mass in Polish St Patrick’s
Seventh Sunday of 09:00 Vince Williams (Anniversary) Our Lady’s
Easter 11:00  Parishioners St Patrick’s
SACRAMENT OF FORGIVENESS (CONFESSION) ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
30 minutes before Masses 30 minutes before weekday Masses
RIP: Lillian Witts (22/5, 10:30am St Patrick’s); Antony Thomas BAPTISMS: Forms are available from the porch.
(30/5, 10:00am Our Lady’s) We pray for everyone whose Please hand your form to Fr Ravi. Baptism Preparation
anniversaries are at this time. class will be held on the 30™ May at 12pm.

ROTAS (W, EM, C)

Sat 5.30: Denzil & Joanne, Nicky, Nigel & Bernadette. Next week: Lyne & Lewis, Ann N, Anne & John

Sun 9: Elias & Laura, Catharine D, Laura & Edith. Next week: Pauline He & Tony, Catherine K, Laura & Edith
Sun 11: Jennifer & Paul, Jarmila, Kate & Geraldine. Next week: Evangeline & Shreya, Anna, Kate & Geraldine

Weekly Offerings: Total: £2020.45 - Standing Orders £763.12, Envelopes £294.40, Loose Plate £959.93, Dona - £3.
We can only add Gift Aid if donations are identifiable.

Bank details: Please scan this QR code to

M H
SRCDT 234025 SRCDT -234025 1 i -IEI donate to your parish online.
St Patrick Wellington Our Lady & St Luke Telford X :  Youcan register your card for
Sort Code: 30-15-52 Sort Code: 30-15-52 gift aid to be added to every
Account Number: 54546760 Account Number: 54582160 donation

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: Children who have not received communion are welcome to join in children’s liturgy.

DATA PROTECTION PRIVACY NOTICE
Our two parishes sometimes collect personal information about parishioners. All personal information is collected, processed and stored in
accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations. This is retained only as necessary and used by the Parish/Diocese for the benefit of
the Parish and for legitimate reasons such as administrative and religious purposes. You can read our full privacy notice at
www. dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice.

LIVESTEAMED MASSES from St Patrick’s are available online at https://churchservices.tv/wellington



BISHOP MARK’S PASTORAL VISITATION:

We thank Bishop Mark for his first pastoral
visitation to the Parish of Our Lady and St Patrick
as we approach its 2" anniversary on 8" June 2026.
Bishop Mark visited St Parick’s on Sunday 22"
March and Our Lady of the Rosary & St Luke’s on
Sunday 3 May. We continue our journey being firm
in the Faith, joyful in Hope and active in Love.

FIRST COMMUNION IN OUR PARISH: We
congratulate all the children who have received
Holy Communion for the first time in the past 2
weekends and thank the musicians, singers and
organisers at both churches and all the catechists
who have prepared the children this year.

COMMUNITY MINISTRY & PARISH PASTORAL
TEAM: We had a meeting at Our Lady’s in April to
identify people for leadership roles and to be a part
of our ministry team. We welcome volunteers from
St Patrick’s to a similar meeting on Wednesday
13" May at 7pm to form a team of volunteers
leading different areas of our mission — Faith
Formation, Faith Celebration, Faith Action and
Faith Administration. The two ministry teams
together will constitute the Parish Pastoral Team.

Currently, Our Lady’s have vacancies fora co-
leader for Faith Formation and a co-leader for Faith
Action.

If you are interested in these roles, please contact
Pauline Heffernan on 07721 785224 or email
paulineheffernan60@gmail.com.

DIOCESAN LOURDES PILGRIMAGE
@5{1 2026:
(1”\ The Pilgrimage Team are very pleased to
# © announce that bookings are now open for
¥ ,"1 our 2026 75™ Anniversary Pilgrimage to
g% Lourdes. By coach 30 July to 7 August and
by air 31 July to 6 August. Brochures can be
found on the pilgrimage website:
www.shrewsburypilgrimage.co.uk
along with a link to the new online booking
system.
If you are new to the pilgrimage and would like to
join the Parish group, we usually stay at the
Hotel Stella.

PARISH EVENTS MEETING: Tuesday 12" May,
7pm at Our Lady’s meeting room, All welcome. If
you would like to receive the meeting notes by
email, please

contact: paulineheffernan60@gmail.com

PARISH LUNCH: Sunday 7th June 1 for 1.30 at
Hadley Park Hotel.2 course lunch - main &
dessert £25 for adults, £15 for children. Places are
still available: Menu available from 12th April -
see Pauline Hoyle to book. Full payment needed
by the end of April. Bank details — Our Lady & St
Luke Telford Sort Code: 30-15-52 Account
Number: 54582160. Please note in reference:
Parish Lunch with your name. Thank you

MONTHLY ECUMENICAL SERVICE: Wednesday
13th May at 1.00pm at St Matthew's Church
Donnington Wood: the theme is Eastertide.

PRESBYTERY VISITS: Visitors are always welcome
at St Patrick’s presbytery but, for privacy and
security reasons, we need to know who is in the
building. Please let Fr Ravi know if you are visiting
at any time. There is a new lock on the presbytery
door so if you have previously held a key please
dispose of it.

Those people needing access should speak to Fr
Ravi.

YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 10 PLUS: This Sunday,
10th May after 11am Mass. 12-2pm). Snacks
games and making “mini rosaries” Let us know you
can come so we have enough for
everyone. Contact: Caroline: 07974 310183

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY: If you would like to share
your understanding of the Sunday readings while
listening and learning from others you are most
welcome to our Weekly Bible Studies. They are
held every Wednesday led by Father Joe Donlan at
10.30am at Our Lady’s and every Thursday after
7pm mass at St Patrick’s. All are Welcome.

UPCOMING VISIT OF THE RELICS OF ST GERARD
MAJELLA: "In the last week of May, our diocese will
be privileged to host the relics of St Gerard Majella
on their tour of England and Wales. This is to mark
St Gerard’'s 300th anniversary. He was a
Redemptorist lay-brother from Southern Italy who
died at 29. There will be four locations across the
Diocese; The Cathedral, Chester, New Brighton,
and Stockport. See the poster for details. St Gerard
is popularly invoked as the patron of mothers,
couples trying to conceive, those looking for work,
and making a good confession.”  -Bishop Mark

A YEAR OF POPE LEO XIV: We celebrate the first
anniversary of Pope Leo XIV’s pontificate on Friday,
8 May 2026. If you would like to reach the
Archbishop Richard Moth’s reflection on the
messages and themes of the Pope’s pontificate so
far, please visit www.chcew.org.uk.




